
GMC INTERNSHIP GAP & HOW I DEALT WITH IT: 

 

FIRST EMAIL 09-06-2015 

What documents do I need to send? 

You need to email a scanned copy of every document listed below (unless section 6. doesn t apply): 

1.Passport 

A clear copy of the photo ID page and the page with your signature on it. 

2.Primary medical qualification certificate (PMQ) 

A copy of your decorative PMQ certificate given to you when you first qualified. It must confirm the 

exact date that you met all of the requirements for the award of your degree 

the date that you passed your final examination/assessment). 

If it does not confirm this date you will also need to send a letter from your university with this 

information. Your qualification must meet the PMQ criteria. 

3.Certificate(s) of good standing (CGS) 

A CGS from the medical regulatory authority in any countries where you ve held registration during the 

last five years. 

Find out which medical authorities you need to contact. Certificates are only valid for three months and 

they must be in date when we re ready to approve your registration. 

If you ve asked a medical authority to send a CGS directly to the GMC for you, please let us know. 

4.Evidence of your knowledge of English 

You must show that you have the necessary knowledge of English to practise in the United Kingdom. See 

the guidance on English language evidence on our website that we can consider. 

5.Evidence of completion of an acceptable pattern of experience (you can find out which patterns of 

experience are acceptable and what evidence you need on our website.) 

You must show you have satisfactorily completed either Foundation Year 1 in the UK or a period of 

clinical experience elsewhere that 

provides an acceptable foundation for future practice (sometimes known as an internship) as a fully 

registered and licensed medical practitioner. You can find more information on our website. 

Your evidence could be a certificate of completion or a letter from your university or the hospital where 

you completed your internship. 

The evidence must include the dates and specialties of all the rotations you undertook. Alternatively you 

can ask your supervising consultant to complete either of the forms in the links below 

Download a blank Evidence of internship form. 

Download a blank Evidence of two years postgraduate experience form. 

6.Employer references – these are only required for the following: 

any periods of non-medical work completed within the last five years 

any periods of medical work for which you did not hold registration within the last five years. 

Each employer will need to complete an employer reference form in full. Do not complete any sections 

of the employment reference yourself. 

If you re not sure which references you need to send to us, please ignore this section and we ll let you 

know. 

7.Translations 

You must submit a complete and accurate translation of every document you provide that is not in 

English. 

A copy of the original document, along with a copy of the English translation. 

The translation must have the name and contact details of the translator or translation service either on 

it, or attached to it. 

SECOND EMAIL 21/06/2017: AS I SENT DOCUMENTS ON 15/06/2017 

Dear Dr Mirza 



Thanks for emailing documents in support of your application for registration with a licence to practise. 

However, we need more documents and information before we can process your application. 

Please email us copies of the documents below. Please attach the documents to one email in a single 

PDF file: 

Marriage certificate - We need this in order to link your name on your certificate of good standing 

English translation of the above document, if required 

We also need more information 

We need more details about your work experience and activities from 15 October 2012 to 5 October 

2015. 

You state that within this time you worked in multiple branches of medicine & surgery. We need the 

start and end date of your time working in each branch of medicine and surgery. 

Please provide this information by completing our PPE form. Please ensure each branch of medicine 

and surgery is entered on to a different line. 

Please also confirm whether this work experience was based in a public or private hospital. 

Your certificate of good standing from the United Arab Emirates includes the name Muhammed Ejaz. 

Please confirm why this name is included on this document. 

Your application 

We cannot proceed with your application until we receive all the documents and information listed 

above, so please get them to us as soon as you can. 

You must not undertake any post or clinical duties that require registration with a licence to practise 

until we grant your registration with a licence to practise. 

Please let us know if you have any questions. We will do our best to help. 

Yours sincerely 

XYZ 

MY REPLY ON 21-06-2017 

Hello XYZ, 

I have attached my Marriage certificate. 

i have also filled PPE form, i have worked as medical officer in both these hospitals, both were Private 

hospitals. 

i basically worked in General Medicine department in XYZ clinic. 

In XYZ hospital, i worked in both General Medicine & Obs/Gyn departments for 1 year each but i was 

given Work experience letter for two years including all departments. 

As far as, my Good standing from UAE is asked. in UAE, Husband's name is always written on Passport 

visa page and emirates ID. 

that's why GSC includes my husband's name as name was copied from my Visa page. 

i have attached copies of both visa page and emirates id, which states my name as RAHEELA AHMED 

MIRZA MUHAMMAD EJAZ. 

Therefore,same is mentioned over my Good standing certficate & Medical license of UAE. 

i have provided all the information to the best of my knowledge, awaiting your response.. i hope all 

queries will be clear now 

Thanks & Regards 

Dr Raheela Ahmed Mirza 

THIRD EMAIL 27-06-2017 

Dear Dr Mirza 

Thank you for your email confirming the information requested. 

We have referred your application to our Registration Investigation team because of the four month gap 

between your rotations in your internship and 

because the internship rotations you completed do not appear to meet the standard pattern for 

Pakistan. 



This may lead to your application being referred to an Assistant Registrar for further consideration. 

The Registration Investigation team will contact you shortly. 

Our Registration Investigation team might ask you to submit additional documents and/or information 

when they have reviewed your application. 

Please let us know if you have any questions. We ll do our best to help. 

Yours sincerely 

XYZ 

FOURTH EMAIL 05/07/2017 from investigation team 

Dear Dr Mirza, 

Your application 

THank you for your application, which we received on 9 June 2017. 

It is being assessed under section 21B of the Medical Act 1983 (as amended). 

Under this section you must satisfy the Registrar that (amongst other things) you possess the required 

knowledge, skills and experience. 

A question has arisen in relation to your experience. This is because your internship does not appear to 

meet the criteria for our acceptable patterns of experience. 

Important deadline 

Please send all the evidence listed below by no later than 19 July 2017. We cannot progress your 

application until we have received everything listed in this email. 

Sending evidence to us 

Please email your evidence to ianditeam@gmc-uk.org and quote your GMC reference number. 

Please send your evidence in Adobe PDF format (in one single bundle rather than individual 

attachments) where possible. 

Statements can be typed directly into an email or in word format and attached to an email. 

The maximum total file size per single email that we can accept is up to 20MB. Anything over this will not 

be delivered so if the total is over this size, please break the data up and attach to multiple emails. 

Important information: Please be aware, if you send your evidence in multiple emails and/or multiple 

attachments, your application will be delayed. 

If you can t send your evidence by email, please post it to: 

Registration Support Team (I&I) 

General Medical Council 

3 Hardman Street 

Manchester 

M3 3AW 

Please quote your GMC reference number in all correspondence. 

The evidence we need you to send to us 

Thank you for the documents you have sent so far in support of your application. In addition to this, we 

also need all of the following from you: 

1.A statement to explain why you feel you have the required experience for full registration given your 

postgraduate internship does not meet our acceptable patterns of experience. 

The evidence outlined in your statement. 

2.In your application form, which you completed on 9 June 2017 you have stated the following regarding 

the fourth month gap in your internship: 

re-inductions took time. i had to stay home till new hospital announced seats for rotations. 

However, in your email to my colleague Joanne on 27 June 2017 you stated the gap in your internship 

was due to family reasons. Could you please clarify this? 

3.The information we have received from the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) states that 

standard postgraduate internships in Pakistan consist of 6 months in medicine and 6 months in surgery. 

Could you explain why your internship did not follow this pattern, and provide evidence from the PMDC 



that they were aware of and accepted your internship for the purposes of full registration? 

4.Consultant reports to cover all of your medical posts since graduation 

(http://www.gmc-uk.org/Template_form___EEA_IMG___GEN2___Consultant_Report_Form___DC1196. 

pdf_42352839.pdf) 

5.Any further evidence of your continuing professional development (CPD) in the last three years. For 

example, participation in courses, seminars, symposiums, peer reviews, audits, on-line courses etc. 

It would also be helpful for you to include your reflections on your CPD and future career plans. 

Please refer to our guidance on what CPD means in the UK, and what its role is in maintaining and 

improving standards across all areas of medical practice. 

6.You can send us any other evidence you would like us to take into account. 

Please be aware that certificate(s) of good standing are only valid for three months after the date they 

were issued. If your application is not completed by then, you will have to send new ones. 

Your certificates of good standing will expire as follows: 

Pakistan Medical and Dental Council – valid until 13 September 2017 

United Arab Emirates Ministry of Health and Prevention – valid until 14 September 2017 

In addition to this, we will also require an updated fitness to practise declaration as well as updated work 

experience details after three months. 

Please note, as part of our standard procedure, we will undertake verification checks of your evidence. 

What happens next? 

Once we have received all of the evidence listed above, we will review your application and all of the 

evidence we have received in support of it. 

If we have everything that we need and if we have completed our standard verification checks, we will 

refer your application to an Assistant Registrar for a decision. 

If not, we will let you know what is needed before a referral to an Assistant Registrar can be completed. 

If we intend to refer information to the Assistant Registrar that we have received from third parties, we 

will send you a copy of it first so you have the opportunity to comment on it. 

If your application is approved you may need to present originals of certain documents before your 

registration can be granted. 

If you need to come for an identity check, you will be invited to do so. Please do not book an identity 

check before this. 

You must not work in a medical capacity in the UK until you have a licence to practise. 

It is your responsibility to ensure that you have a licence to practise and hold the appropriate type of 

registration if you wish to work as a medical practitioner in the UK. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 

Yours sincerely 

XYZ 

MY REPLY ON 05-07-2017 

Hello, thanks for the email 

I will send all the required documents within a few days but only query is regarding consultants forms. 

I just need to know that, the consultants under whom I worked in gyne and medicine department during 

my internship have retired now. 

can I get those forms signed by incharge consultants of those departments as they were also consultants 

in same duration. 

Thanks 

Regards 

Dr Mirza 

THEN I SENT THIS EMAIL TO PMDC CREDENTIALING OFFICER FOR PMDC VERIFICATION REGARDING MY 

INTERNSHIP VERIFICATION AT : credentialing@pmdc.org.pk 

Hello 

http://www.gmc-uk.org/Template_form___EEA_IMG___GEN2___Consultant_Report_Form___DC1196


Greetings 

Attached along are my internship letters along with pmdc license 

Kindly send my verification to gmc so that my registration process can be completed according to point 4 

Thanks and Regards 

Dr Raheela Ahmed Mirza 

FIFTH EMAIL 11-07-2017 

Dear Dr Mirza, 

Thank you for your email. 

If you are unable to obtain consultant reports from your direct supervisors during your obstetrics and 

gynaecology and medicine rotations, 

then reports completed by another consultant from the same department will be acceptable - provided 

they worked with you for the entire duration of your rotations, 

and are able to complete the consultant report form in its entirety based on their own knowledge of 

your performance. 

Please bear in mind the deadline of 19 July 2017 to receive all of the requested documents. 

Additionally, please note that I can confirm receipt of the correspondence from the PMDC, which I am 

aware was also sent to yourself. 

If you have any further questions please let me know and I will do my best to assist. 

Yours sincerely 

XYZ 

ON 14-07-2017 MY REPLY 

Dear XYZ, 

Greetings, 

>I had been asked documents in support of my GMC application **** 

A statement to explain why you feel you have the required experience for full registration given your 

postgraduate internship does not meet our acceptable patterns of experience. 

I have attached my statement in the documents 

The evidence outlined in your statement. I have also attached my experience letters in support of my 

statement where i worked after internship 

>In your application form, which you completed on 9 June 2017 you have stated the following regarding 

the fourth month gap in your internship: 

re-inductions took time. i had to stay home till new hospital announced seats for rotations. 

However, in your email to my colleague Joanne on 27 June 2017 you stated the gap in your internship 

was due to family reasons. Could you please clarify this? 

yes, i said in my application about re-induction which actually was because of my family financial issues . 

After i finished Internship in OBG/Gyne in Dec 2011, i waited four months till i could join Medicine in April 

2012. 

The delay was because, i could not afford to do unpaid work due to family reasons , as my father was 

sick that time, and Paid internship seats took time, 

interviews were held in January, 2012 in XYZ hospital for inductions of House-job officers and i was 

called to join in April 2012 from XYZ Hospital on and i joined the very next day on April14,2012. 

This delay came only because, i required a Paid job and other hospitals were offering honorary 

internships only and I waited for re-inductions of Paid internship seats & later same year, 

my Father also passed away in November,2012 

After my internship, there had been no other gaps in my Medical practice and i have continuously been 

engaged in practice under PMDC registration & MOH registration in UAE 

>The information we have received from the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) states that 

standard postgraduate internships in Pakistan consist of 6 months in medicine and 6 months in surgery. 

Could you explain why your internship did not follow this pattern, and provide evidence from the PMDC 



that they were aware of and accepted your internship for the purposes of full registration? 

PMDC has sent my internship verification already, as i was informed in last email from GMC. 

>Consultant reports to cover all of your medical posts since graduation 

(http://www.gmc-uk.org/Template_form___EEA_IMG___GEN2___Consultant_Report_Form___DC1196. 

pdf_42352839.pdf) 

I have attached Consultant report forms from my 03 internship consultants, from my private work from 

Pakistan & also from consultant in UAE where i am working currently. 

>Any further evidence of your continuing professional development (CPD) in the last three years. For 

example, participation in courses, seminars, symposiums, peer reviews, audits, on-line courses etc. 

It would also be helpful for you to include your reflections on your CPD and future career plans. 

Please refer to our guidance on what CPD means in the UK, and what its role is in maintaining and 

improving standards across all areas of medical practice. 

I have attached CME/CPD letters . 

I also attended 40 CME credit hours last year for Renewal of my UAE license which i submitted already. 

New CME certificates and BLS along with webinar CME certificates are attached . 

I have continuously been attending various workshops and seminars since my graduation to keep myself 

updated in terms of medical knowledE 

I have sent all the requested documents for GMC, so that my application process can be further pursued. 

Waiting for reply 

Thanks & Regards 

Dr Raheela Ahmed Mirza 

SIXTH EMAIL 18-07-2017 

Dear Dr Mirza, 

Thank you for your emails, and for the attached documents. 

I would like to request some extra clarification from you. 

Could you please explain how you were able to work full time (48 hours per week) at both the XYZ Clinic 

and Nursing Home, and the XYZ Hospital between the dates of 14 April 2013 and 14 April 2015? 

We will now also carry out our standard verification checks. I will inform you when they have been 

completed satisfactorily. 

If you have any questions please let me know, and I will do my best to assist. 

Yours sincerely 

XYZ 

SEVENTH EMAIL 24-07-2017 

Dear Dr Mirza, 

Thank you for your email; this explanation has been added to your evidence for the Assistant Registrar. 

Also please accept my sincere condolences for the passing of your father, and I hope your mother's 

health has improved somewhat. 

I will now prepare your application for referral to an Assistant Registrar. I will update you within the next 

five working days, and will let you know if there is anything else I need from you. 

If you have any questions please let me know. 

Yours sincerely 

XYZ 

MY REPLY ON 24-07-2017 

Dear XYZ 

I really appreciate your kind response!May HE rest in peace . 

My mother is doing better somehow, up and down as well. 

Yes, I hope all the evidences provided will be enough for my application and I get my gmc soon as I am 

very stressed out due to all these delays. And I m really thankful to you upon your detailed answers 

always. 

http://www.gmc-uk.org/Template_form___EEA_IMG___GEN2___Consultant_Report_Form___DC1196


Much Regards 

Dr Mirza 

EIGHTH EMAIL 26-07-2017 

Dear Dr Mirza, 

Further to my last email, I have now referred your application to an Assistant Registrar, who will aim to 

issue a decision within 10 working days. 

Please be aware that we are currently in our peak period so there may be a slight delay to receive your 

decision; however if this is likely to be the case I will let you know as soon as I can. 

In the meantime, please let me know if you have any questions. Otherwise I will contact you with any 

news regarding your application as soon as I have it. 

Yours sincerely, 

XYZ 

NINTH EMAIL 04-08-2017 

A courtesy email from the GMC 

Dear Dr Mirza 

Further to my last email dated 26 July 2017, I am writing as a courtesy to let you know that I am 

expecting the Assistant Registrar's decision on your application towards the end of next week. 

However, I will be away from the office for all of next week, so if a decision is issued then one of my 

colleagues will notify you of this on my behalf. 

I will then be in touch with you as soon as possible upon my return. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to call our Contact Centre and one of my 

colleagues will be happy to assist you. 

Yours sincerely, 

XYZ. 

TENTH EMAIL 16-08=2017 

Dear Dr Mirza 

Thank you for your patience during my time away from the office. I am pleased to inform you that we 

have now approved your application for full registration with a licence to practise. 

 Before we can grant your registration, you need to book an appointment to come for an identity check 

at our offices in London or Manchester.  

We will not be able to see you unless you have pre-booked an appointment. You need to come by no 

later than 10 November 2017. 

 If you do not complete an identity check within this time, we will close your application and you will 

receive a refund, less our scrutiny fee. For further information on our scrutiny fee, please see our fees 

page. 

How do I make an appointment? 

You can book and cancel appointments through GMC Online. 

 Appointments are available from Monday to Friday between 9:00am and 3.30pm in the London office 

and between 9:30am and 3:15pm in the Manchester office. 



You should book your appointment as soon as possible. Spaces for appointments are filled very quickly 

and we can't accommodate unscheduled visits. 

You can find maps of our offices and transport information on our website. 

What do I need to bring to the identity check? 

We need to see the original version of every document listed below (please also see the attached 

bundle). We cannot accept photocopies, certified copies or notarised copies. 

Passport (page 1) 

Marriage certificate (page 2) 

Primary medical qualification (page 3) 

Certificate of good standing from Pakistan dated 13 June 2017 (page 4) 

House Job Certificate from XYZ hosp dated 10 October 2012 (page 5) 

Experience Certificate from XYZ hosp dated 16 August 2012 (page 6) 

Experience Certificate from XYZ hosp dated 20 October 2012 (page 7) 

Consultant report completed by gyne dated 8 July 2017 (pages 8 to 16) 

Consultant report completed by MED dated 10 July 2017 (pages 17 to 25) 

Consultant report completed by surg dated 7 August 2017 (pages 26 to 34) 

Consultant report completed by XYZ doc dated 13 July 2017 (pages 35 to 43) 

Consultant report completed by Dr XYZ doc dated 12 July 2017 (pages 44 to 52) 

Consultant report completed by XYZ doc dated 12 July 2017 (pages 53 to 61) 

What will happen at the identity check? 

We will give you a declaration form to sign. 

We will check the documents you provide, along with details from your passport or identity card.  

Then we will take a photograph of you for our records, which employers can use to check your identity 

when you start work. This will also help prevent anyone stealing your identity. 

The identity check usually takes 30–40 minutes. If you bring everything we ask you to, your registration 

and licence to practise will be granted by a member of our team there and then.  

You can check this on the online register. We will then send your certificate confirming this to the 

address you registered with us. 



If you forget to bring any of the documents we ask for, or if we notice any problems, your registration 

will not be granted immediately because we will need to investigate further. 

We are committed to making reasonable adjustments  for people with disabilities (in line with the 

Equality Act 2010).  

An example of a reasonable adjustment  is providing information in large print for someone with a visual 

impairment.  

Please let us know before your appointment if you need any adjustments and we will do what we can to 

meet your requirements. 

Please let us know if you have any questions. We will do our best to help. 

Working in an approved practice setting 

Your practice in the UK will be subject to the requirements of our approved practice setting (APS) 

scheme until your first revalidation. You can find more information on our APS page. 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding the information above and I will do my best to 

help. 

Yours sincerely... 

 

I WENT FOR ID CHECK ON 05-09-2017, BUT MY FORMS WERE HAVING SOME SIMILAR HAND WRITINGS 

AS I WAS IN UAE AND I ASKED MY BROTHER & MOTHER TO VISIT DOCTORS AND GET FORMS SIGNED 

AND FILLED 

THEREFORE, GMC RAISED QUERY WHY IT HAPPENED AND THEY WANTED TO CONTACT ALL DOCTORS. I 

WAS NOT GRANTED LICENSE AT THAT TIME, BUT ID CHECK WAS DONE FOR ME. 

UNFORTUNATELY, IN PAKISTAN WE HAVE NO WORK BASED EMAIL ID'S OR FAX NUMBERS, HENCE 

DOCTORS HAD TO SEND THEIR RESPONSES VIA COURIER, ON HOSPITAL LETTER HEAD CONFIRMING 

AUTHENTICITY OF  

FORMS. 

AFTER ALL THESE VERIFICATIONS, I WAS GRANTED GMC REGISTRATION ON 03-10-2017. :) 

 

IT WAS A LONG TIRING PROCESS, SO MANY DOCUMENTATIONS AND QUERIES, BUT GMC PEOPLE ARE 

VERY REASONABLE AND IN ALL THIS PROCESS, I CAME TO REALIZE THAT THEY WANT TO BE 

TRANPARENTLY CLEAR, 

BEFORE LETTING ANYONE ENTER THEIR SYSTEM.. 



GOOD LUCK EVERYONE AND IF ANY QUERIES, KINDLY COMMENT ON THE POST.  

 

  

 


